
March for Life with Knights of the Holy Temple
An Epic Journey for an Epic Causes! 

Late Friday night January 20 through early Tuesday morning January 24, 30 young men joined 
me on a pilgrimage to Maryland where we participated in the annual March For Life in Washington, 
D.C. Most of the young men participating in the adventure were members of the Knights of the Holy 
Temple, and we were also joined by four young men in college. Assisting me in leading the journey 
were Jim Baxter from St. Alphonsus in Zionsville and David Elmer from St. Maria Goretti in Westfield, 
both fathers of Knights and/or former Knights and veterans of work with these young men.

Though hampered and delayed by winter weather on Friday night, we slowly and carefully 
pushed onward in view of epic causes. The most prominent cause was the peaceful public 
pronouncement that human life is sacred at every stage and should be defended by law. This year the 
annual March For Life drew an estimated half-million attendees, most of whom were under the age of 
25! This set a new record for the largest human rights demonstration of its kind! 



Our journey with these young men also gave them an opportunity for other educational 
experiences, beginning with a visit on Saturday to Mount Saint Mary's Seminary and University in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland. Seven of our diocesan seminarians are in priestly formation there, and Fr. 
Brian Doerr is the Vice-Rector of the Seminary. Due to weather delays through our overnight bus-ride, 
our visit was shortened but still included a brief tour of the Seminary, an overview of Seminary 
formation given by our very own seminarians, and Mass in the newly-restored Chapel of the 
Immaculate Conception. 



Our next stop was our nation's first Cathedral, the seat of the United States very first Bishop, 
John Carroll. The Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption is located in downtown Baltimore, itself 
recently restored in 2006 in time for it's 200th anniversary. It is notable not only for our Catholic history, 
but also because it was designed by Latrobe, the same architect who designed the U.S. Capitol, 
though the Cathedral was still more structurally advanced that even the Capitol building. It is a 
landmark of great importance, and our young men were able to stand within a living icon of our 
American history. 

The third stop for the day was another point of American history: Fort McHenry on the inner 
harbor of Baltimore. A standing relic of American defense and tenacity, the Fort saw action in the War 
of 1812 through the American Civil War. In the light of early morning dawn following a night of 
bombardment, it was there that Francis Scott Key saw our national flag still waving and penned his 
famous lines that became our National Anthem. This stop and focus on Francis Scott Key also called

our attention back to the cause we were defending as we learned of Key's law partner Roger Brooke 
Taney, the Chief Justice of U.S. Supreme Court who in March of 1857 declared that all blacks – slaves 
as well as free -- were not and could never become citizens of the United States. Taney wrote that he 
believed that blacks "had no rights which the white man was bound to respect; and that the negro 
might justly and lawfully be reduced to slavery for his benefit. He was bought and sold and treated as 
an ordinary article of merchandise and traffic, whenever profit could be made by it." Over 600,000 
Americans died in the Civil War over this question and others similar to it. They fought and died for the 
rights of human life. Our proximity to Francis Scott Key and his partner R.B. Taney reminded us that 
we were part of a living force just as strong fighting and living for the rights of human life. And so we 
marched!

Sunday morning was spent in Annapolis at the United States Naval Academy, celebrating Mass 
with the Navy community at the Academy Chapel and touring “the Yard” to witness how the 
Midshipmen live and study for a life of highly trained and disciplined leadership. An interesting fact that 
we learned was that about fifty percent of the midshipmen at the Academy are Catholic, and thus there 
is a substantial program of opportunities available for the Catholic men and women on base.



Sunday evening we joined over 20,000 others in D.C. for the National Vigil for Life Mass at the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Multiple American Cardinals, dozens of Bishops, the 
Pope's legate to the United States, hundreds of priests, deacons and seminarians all gathered to pray 
together for the respect due to every human life. In his homily, Cardinal DiNardo of Texas encouraged 
the thousands of youth, “You are a good infection, and we all want to catch it! Do not underestimate 
the power of your presence!” 

Monday morning we visited a convent of Mother Teresa's sisters, the Missionaries of Charity, 
near downtown Washington where they care for sick and dying men and women with dignity and love. 



We were able to briefly visit with a few of the Sisters in the midst of their work, and we witnessed a 
group of the sisters on retreat in prayer. We celebrated Mass in one of their chapels, and then we 
departed for the National Mall where we joined the hundreds of thousands for our peaceful March For 
Life!

As we arrived near the National Mall, we stepped off of our bus near the White House and 
soon  saw President Obama returning home in his armored motorcade from some unknown 
engagement out in the city that morning. As he passed by, many held signs and chanted support for 
the respect due to every human life. The remainder of our day Marching took us passed many of the 
Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. Capitol and the U.S. Supreme Court. As we concluded our day of

peaceful protest, we knelt in front of the Supreme Court in vulnerable, prayerful petition for God's 
mercy as we sang the Divine Mercy Chaplet. During the course of that short time of prayer, thousands 
of others streamed passed and joined with us in prayer. That was the epic moment that inspired such 
an epic journey.


